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{ by Robert i's Lowndes

"I rant Yo ask a cuestion of all of vou: is New
Fandom renresentative of science-fiction? Is it
cecresentative of all of wou? I want to know: ig
TTevr render scienge-Tiction fz dom?“

The snoaler is Leslio Per: Tor cver helf an
iour ghe has valnls heen “eequg the £loor from a
leepy chairpan, oblaiming it at last™only Through
_1ﬂter"ert{onu“~ oressure on the —awg of the entire
fron’ rowe She etands defionils faciiis Gi'e oxpece
tantly-trivuphant faces of Sylora, Yeskowitz, and
Taurasi;h%dr glance wanders to thé nebpwilew Jandom~
tes. Sob*hclery Tark Reinsberg, Richavrd L. Meye
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er, “elter ¥, Farconeife, Wrle Norghaly, “ilton .,
“ouhr ny Davil f iwla, Dob iladle, Jack Sieer =-
some of “rou are memberg, true -~ is Hew Fandom vep
resentative of you’ "

Silences THe *rio 100} unﬂomﬁovtabﬂe. Yo one-:
spgaks, hen someone hosihantly suzpests that +he

Lusiness procead. .
Bubi®het hHes led up to Lhic scene? o must

| +ary Leels the clock soveral hours ~- to the moment

vhen John V, Balvadonis npens “the hil?delphia

Conference of 1953,

The chairnan welcomes everyone, minutes of”the
last meeting are recd, anprovad, and nassed. ‘hen
Lilten A. zolhman, first spealer, talies the sitand,

Shoujd science fiction as a Thole ba orgmaniced?
If so, how? ¥hut stens can weybtake Yoday, here,
in its orgsnization il sucb organizaltion ir desi-
rable? hus opens otlman s specch.

Tans, csvs hothman, are science-ficition resaders
who 1like o do things. Thoy are not centent, hove
8ver to have things done for them; they rust do
things themsedlves. “her rmst pnublisgh tn ir own

.
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ragazines, draw Heir ovn covers and illustra-
tions, wrlﬁes articles, stories, and poems them=
selves, maie their om modols of fentastic ob~
jscts, vrite, nroduce, aind onact their own science

fiction dremas and movies, meke up and Lake part
in their own conventiens,

They +ill not be content rith amr convention un
iess cn CI fan attending feels that heesh hag a di-
rect part in its That entertainment is not being
hunded himer frow ohova, but that this is an coxhi-
bition in whicl-heesh is an imvortant and intergse
ting part. There cen bo no Qubﬂlehhlon, no ezclu-~
sion, no "adﬁrcved or "disavproved” sudjects.
Thus speale illon &, rothman.
ion sterts, Chalres Burt risces to ques-
ranisotion ig needed or netie lien fan

ﬂOWfLGIQOIC gathering only once or +hl
ce 2 venn at the most, is organJuhﬁlon necoded?

Rl su{reSUU uﬂau Giscusiion bc noestroned une
;11 the resgv of The sosolers bhave had their sav.

gcussion nov, e claims, would very 711 3L wud
in %o wuen of what the other speakers have in
minde %o con save time 2nd answer mary cuestions
by leliing ull *he snoskers procsed one after the
othcr, ihen heving a long discussion perind afters
e ré,  ™e sugpeslion becomes a motion which is
passcde

Joack Speer nrocecds with a concrete sugpestion
for orgunization, 4 Worth American Fantasy Federa
tion =~ title opiional == which will operrste loosc
ly, yet vhich will cover the field well, Its nur-
pese 51“71 be to unite and hormonize fandom as far

as posgsille without regilientation, strict disci-
plineo, ond the supprescsion of dissenting viewpoint
and opinionse Uthsre will be a council which shall
act as nediator in inter-flan disputes {(which have
gone bevond merc personal is ssues), operate to assw
ist projects in raference to fandom (

(ie - A scr-~
¥ice department viich would do research on books,
radio sicetchcs, films, comice, fan-hishéries, ﬂnd
the lilke! and to vnrevent infringoments upon the



damooratic rights ef any fan regardless of hiser
opinions, viewpoints, or affiliationrs,

David A. Kyle sugrests a ederation of all
fan=groups, FRach societyr, grcup, or cluh will
elect a reprosentative to the Federaticn Coun-

ciles It shall exist only for the nurpose cof in=
suring democracy in fandem and facilitating pro-
jects (such as conventions) sf mutual benefit and
enjo;ment te all fans,

Sam Moslewitz siezes time by the fordlock e
give & detailed account of Wew Fandom, sliiring a
round the rough spobs,, ratisnalising, plerify-
ing, and beasting, .6 spoech is teeming with abe
surd contentions; he states the speech has not
been nrepared, and it certainly scunds thot vay,
Iwerwr other sentence staoris J1th "ell, noturally
~-"s he gtwsbles over werds, montradicts himself,
and cenerally Taflews the line to be expected of
I oSi' WL E e

Chairman Baltacdonis tlienr anmnounces that Iarl:
neinsberg (whn ig listed as the rext spe“ker) hos
requested that Bob Tuclier tal-e the stand fer him
as Tucker lmowz more abiout the inner workings of
the IFF than he (leinsherg) dees, Ilowever, since
this speech entrils a definite conventien-plan
rather than touching en the main problen up fer
discussien, Kyle moves thiat ‘it be postnoned un-
til leter. '"he former wotion is inveked, but it
is moved to set aside the ruling in this case.

A vete defeates it, and Tuclier takes the stand to
thunderous applauso.

Tucter states that a cervain organizatien has
effered to take over the IfF, but that offer vos
declineds Ie further adds that the IFF is run-
ning this convention, that it desires the ce-op-

raticn of all fans and greups, but that it re-
fuses teo male definite cﬁnhoctlons with any one
fan~greup outside of itself, The IFY dces not
caro te become a branch ol lew Fandome ilor of
ary eother corganizaticne t remaing neutral as
to the battles betweon tho pregressives end ro=
actionaries (aos exemplified by the Futurians and
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lew Fandem, and insist only on a squarc deal te
2ll fans in regard to the 1940 Chicon and full
democratic rights to its own participating mem=-
berse

foinsberg then tells of the progress of the
Chicon, expresses pleasure and appreciction at
the universal fan support, explains briefly the
setup of the IiP, and refers all to their first
issue of the official organ for full details.
Briefly, the IFI" is divided inte two groups: the
papticipeting members and the non-participating
remberses The vartvicinating membors ore thoge
mombers living in the neer vieinity; the nen-—
varticipoting members are those wnembers whe livo
.toe far eway to nermit thom to attend regular
meetingse Suflrage extends to narticipating meme
ters only ~- the rest, vho are veluntary assecila-
tes, or nenorable mombers -~ hinyve the right, nay,
arc cordially recucstoed, to supgoest moasures and
planeg for the conveniion, but have not & voice in
the finzl decisions of the IV,

The flocr 1s thrown open te discusgsicn,
Leothman e:plaine further his scheme of orgoni~

zatien, I, A. Lschbach, sneaking ag a fan, de-
1

plores the fact thut cvervone scems to have on axe

to grind -~ everw group wants Lo be "it', e
nleads for ce-operction, Ter less sgell~secking
gorvice in fandom.

Sykora brings up the first divorgion awey from
the subject by rebuking Kevhman for his atvlocks
on Now Fandom in reference to the Iyvcen of 1939,
Sykera claims that the expenses of the Hycen were
not met throush the membors' dues (as Lothman
stated) and beats around the bush as te how they
roro rete Kornblukh asks why a list of ilow Fane
dom's members has nevor been piblishod. Wy the-
names of these JON=200 (the trie cannot seem te
make wp their minds as to whether thev have 100
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or 200 members) are kent in deep dark secret,
Sykora explains that, wore this list published,
certain people who have it in for New Fendem,
would use the lmowlodge of who tho members wore
for their ovm purposes,

If Wew Fandem has nothing te hide, if their
is no skeleton in their closel, vhy should there
be any objection to mewbers' namcs being medo
public?

Kre Sykora refuscs to ansver, Lc guibbles and
evades and reiterates his objections, at the sape
time repeating his claim of a huge merbership list
Lor HNew TFandom,

And where, bir, Svkors, is this constitutien
that How Fancdorm is supposgcd to be getiing? Sylowe
ra roplies that he has it with him, But he npre-
fers not e bring it up herc bocause 1t wonld
tecar the lid open. Wverything has beon kept devm
up to ncw; he lmowa there are poople herc who
hate him; he docs not wish to start things nopp-
inge.

The epposition doubts tho e:istance of & cone
stitution and suys soe “Fere's the skelecton in
“he cleset”y ories Will, e waves a lerge roll
of paper, 'Here's our decp dark secreti” The
chair doce not consider this a side issue and
calls fer point of order are quietly ignorode

S«vkora marchos dovm the aisle, hig holr falle
ing ioosely sver his forchéad, a bovishly exu-
berant expression on his foces. o is a cross
betweon a statesman and St. Cecilia at the »r-
zan, Under onc arm he carricd a large chart,

The chart ieg unrolled, stuck up ageinst the
wall. An outlines of New Fandom's new erganize
ation. Talren, says Will, from the suggostions
of a nurber of mombers, as well as from Spocr's

L}
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preposed organization
It is the nopor medel of a corporate state

altered to suit scicnce~Tiction fandome Inner
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circle members clect o ponderous governing boedy
whieh is divided into buroas cnd departments;
outer circle membcrs look om and trv to become
inner circle menborse And hew docs ono beceme an
inner circle member§ By doing semothing in stf
fandom "approved" by the governing bedye This
governing body "approves" fan mags, activitios,
everrthing., 3ut what shall bo the teat of appre-
val? Thy, ssys Sylora heoamingly, that vhich is
aporeved by tho governing bedyv, o have and axe
%o grind, savs ..11ll, his face glowing with hely
zoaly we have & wissicn to Herferne se're out to
make scionce~fiction the gr 2test thine yet. The
goneral nublic rust ho made into recaders, and,
oncc, recaders, into fanse, Into ocuber cirecle meme
hers of .ew Fuindeus Ouber cirflie members uav be-
come innor circle members if they work for that
honer. (And if their work is "apporved" by the
governing bodye.) Imncr circle members mey run fer
offices, servc on committces, hold effice, and
vote in eleclticnse Only inner circle members,
thbese vhose activitics are "apnroved" b the gove
erning body, may vote in elections,

And the ond of all %+ is furieus activity? Ifonec
is given. o recson is given Jor this mad dash
to male the vorld sciencc-Tiction conscious. The
fans must work their hcads off te makc the genc=
ral public sclencc-fiction censcieus se that they
(general nublic) can join Kew “andem und work
their heads off doing "approved *hings to make
riore Goneral Public science fictien conscious so
these can join New Fandom and srer} their heads
off deing "approved" things to mike moro General
Public science fiction consclous so they con jein
Now Fandem and irorl their heads off doing "appre-
ved things calculated to make still moro General
Public science fiction conscious so they can join
New Pandom and work their heads off foing "apore-
ved" things te male vet more Gonorsl Public ==
and se on to the end of Uime, A new generation of
General Public te be made ssionce fiction cen—
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scious can be expected every 20 vears or so, thus
there should be no denger ef let-up.

Fowever, liogkowitz hos given & hint to this in
one of his articlcs., Fens, he says, must be save
ed fram theusclvcse (They've already heon gaved
from Wollheim and Comrmunism =~ ah, the purity and
angelicism cof tlie fan-Tiold now thet Wollheim and
the terrible terriile red mesnce is gonel) Thus
they must be led In- their 1it%ile noses into "appr
oved" pasturcs sco that the glorious name of stf
be not sullied by renlity, meaning, counstructive
visionarianism, =-- cr anything clse along that
line —hich is sc¢ ropugnant to the trie. Iandem
rmust retain the glorious houor it received from
the TLE renoriers.

Mscussion on "approved”. Imv, now, sarg TH1l
auntily, rou musl trust your leederz., “hat's the
sense of having lenders or officers if vou can't
trust them? Vou must trugt soucone ... this flew
of hot air continuss indefinitoly,

Will the activitiscs of all fans be "aporoved"
demend Iyles “ould, every pcrson here be able to
join New Fandom under the riow sobtup? “Would they
be able to geot into the inner cirecle?

I wouldn't know, éays Bykora, That is net feor
me to say; it i1s up to the governing bodys Anv-
thing appreved by them see Kvlo rcepeats his quose
tion: could anvenc herc got in to New Fandom?

If I had aavthing te soy abeut it, admits Will
there are some wlio weculd not get in,

But Mre Woll-- Kyle: (to Sykora porsecutien-
c‘mplected mind, everyone who questiéns him has
beceme Wollheim) wou're implying thet I night deé
something urfadr, something dirtye. I resent that
hint, I think you €0 e an apelegy, vou cwe all
Now Fandem an anolcgye

You've got tc get it ocut of your heads, says
Will, that anyone is trying *o put anvthing ever
on you. U/ have never hut anyones o member ef
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New Fandem has ever defamed anyone --

CHALLENGE:

Voices from all over the hall ring out. "That's
a liel" savs Vollleim plainly,

Svkora marches down the aisle again, an image of
selfwrirhteous indignation. Jack Gillesvpie (height
4' 10") siezes i"ill's erm; Sykora turns vele, but
pus. 0s on =~ on to ollheim, Xe goes over to vhere
the W is sitting, glarcs and threatens irmediate
vielence, 'No liociler can cnll me a liar -- narti-
cularly a Comrunist hecklers" ie does not deny that
he hag lied nor protest heclling in »rincinle. MNi~
chel smiles; lights & cigarette, and quietly places
one foot between Svkorals outsnread tvie, Pohl,
“ethman, Burt and others rise quickly and come for-
ward, Taurasi vrolls up his sleeves and males a
dasih for the front of the roome Spesr locks parti-
cularly unhappye Baltadonis stares blankly.

Lovmdes watches car fully, shifting pseition for a
gulck rise if necessary. The two are arguing in
mutters. Wollheim can be heard rovlying that Sam
Veskewitz' article in the recent Science l'iction
Collector alone is ~roof of defamatlon. 9viora nhas
no ansver to male to that; babble for a moment while
Burt mokes insulting remarks, then somcone pulls
Sykora back, e stallts back tc his seat like the
retreat from ! oscew, hivelogies and retractiens tn-
received.

Wollheim ariscs, add: esses the chair, Since r,
Sykeora has thrown democratic procedure o the winds
and threatened personal violence the moment he was
challenged, I demand that he either apclogise %o
this assembly for his resort %o strongarm me‘hods or
leave the hall, ¥vle speaks calling Sykora a liar
again without using those specific werds, o re-
SPOrSCa

Speer coughs, stammers, hastily suggosts that the
affair bte ignored and the business procceds The
chair aprarently has ne desire tc express disappire-
val ef stringarm tactics en the part of Sykora and
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his followorse Let s forget it and go on,
toslo i' moves that the nlan of Now Fandom,
subject to neccsacrr revision, be approved by the

Sonference., Hevisions sugrested. ‘Then the choir

recognizes ollheim, who immediztely rolincuishes

to Leslic Porri. LYerri has boen trying to obtai

the flonr for the lagy half hour, but has becn

consistanvly ignored by the chair who has dene his
oRe]

best to loep his oyves oveov from thet genersl direc~

tion.

This nlan of yrours, =zaws l"‘erlf.‘i, iz cxcellent -=
Tor a political organizetione Byt we {ang hav
gomet} iﬁf%ﬁﬂc Yo Live for thon science-ficlidn.
vrented thoit seionce~fiection is & fine thing, thet
it offers = grest wmany opnoivtunitics fer sclf- ex~
pression snd creatvive work. It is still ne end in
iteelf,

I von% 45 ask o onestion of vour is. ifew Fandom
representntive of science~fiction? Is it revre~
sentative of &ll of -rou? T want to know: in »our
rinds, ig sclcuce~fiction Tandom the same as Heow
Pandom?

dew Fandom with irs regiventotion, stamp of
epnrovel, mockery of deuiccratie rights to mombers,
bullyving, bot air, strongarm methods whencver ine
timidaticn through rhotoric f&llo, nozi~Iilre defa=-
mnatien of character zngrinst 51k vhe epnese it or
ounestion ites leaders, diversion of ﬂll cime and
merives in fendom to the meaningless aim of nalking
inner ecircle members =~ dow Fandem, the Cornorate
Stae in Science Fiction ==

I0 this representative of all fans?

¥ilton A. -tethman, Jack Spcer, Yob Tucker, Eork
Reinsberg, - alter &, larconette, David A. Kile,
Bob radle zne vou others -

Is fow Fandom ropresensative of vou?

Tilonco. .he trio look uncor Tortabic. e one
spealks. . hen someone hesitantly sugpests thatb
pusiness procead, Afher & litile hh*f-norr ied hed-
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£ing, meeting is sdjourned for refreshmentse

Little rotherings into emall personsl groups fol-
lowrse iush individual discussion. ‘e meet and talk
with Sob Tuclker and "alt lierconetie -- this clone is
werth the trouble iz listening to the itrie. vk
ieingberg tells us of his cxpericnces in unifying the
Chicoge roups ¢ hear of how it came ebout that he
and Vo Lavrence Lanling agrecd to sholve persecnal
¢ifferences for the nonce und co=~operatc for the salc
of the Chicen., “Te congrotulate iark hemrtily and bid
him extond our creetings and congratulations likowise
te Lamlinge If only similar wisdom on Loth sidos
could have occured in “ewr Yol prior te thc Hycen of
180, +es Tollhein converscs amiebly with farie -scic
and other Q8¥L :cwmbors outside the trie. ‘e meex
Diclk ilgyer and sreet wrle Norshalt egnin, cengratu~
late Rothmen and vle on their vorls, 83ip in a few
words of sreciing to Jdaclt Sneor vhe, like ourscll,
is trving to be everyvliere at once,

fand: iches ond soda is pessed oute the storm is
over and ihot wromisad to he o terthv and construc-
tibe conferciace hos boen flocded aviay, drowned in
the rasses of blnh z2nd irreclevant boaehting, bullwing
and orating of the trice £11 those subjeebs which
night have b2sn tacliled here have Dbecn sveph agides,

Vius this done by connivance with the PSFS? That
wd do nov lmov?  ias this done through tacilt agrece
ment on the pert of .the chair and secrvetary? Again
we do ot lmows ie can soy onlr that the PSFS ceuld
not have donc much betier by the trio had their been
a cerofully pre=arranged strategy. Theﬁ?bposiﬁien
é The trie could not have boen much better ignorog
had therc boer a direcct combination to keep them
frem the floor as much 2s possiblc,

The mecting is rocelled to ordere Moskowitz
moves that a voie he taken on the approval »f tho
Now Tander constitution read by Sykora (a reading
vhich folloved the explanation of the chart and
vhich killed about twenty minubes), with provisi~
ons for changes if neccssarve Pohl makes scveral

e
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concrete proposalse Choirmon calls for a vote ==

OnducTL I

The motion muet bo restatod and presentod inelu-
ding the surgestions. o one &
sugpeestions talien down?

Taurasi re~siates the motion. Vhat Sam meant |
vas == But Yawrasi's re-sgbaterent entircly ignoeres
the prevision for possible changes., Finsglly Svioora
srisos andéd mokes > dir ot wotion that the Uonfore
ence approve the sctup of How Fandem's censtitutien
as read, (4 minoritr of those in attendansce zt tho’
Confesxence are menbers of Sew Fandem, )

I =7ant Go polut out, sevs Pohl, an evidenae of

(&
[y

spoaks upes ere the

~

bad faith on the nart of How Fundom's lesdorz. Tho

originel metien called for sugeestions for possible

revisionss Bul tho wmoment that these suggestions

werc actuallywmado, the leaders of Uev Yandem $rv bo
y

foncie T ot aldbliz gutgh i lou Sdhcd v hekin
Andyy, faadage dn tliaehetliey Callitem blrsk e
ther se as tc relisve thomselves entirely of the
bother of pogsible revislons. It is
of their deceitful and eroclied athit
entire fen field,

Threuahiewt this digcussion en the rnobl
teelk all three members ol the t a
other te state comprehensibly,
wits and Taurssi can ba heard culling for a
discussien, for immediate voiinga

Your're srying to force this thing threugh with-
out full considerction, aren't yeu, flaunts Perri,

e
de hevrard the

Tou've suppraessed us; vou've excluded us ir the past;

-oulwe scon fo It that wo were not called unpcn te
speals, tedav, as ruch as you dared.

Again the trio.loocks uncomfortable and says noth-

1

inge DBrltadohis looks about him helplessly far a

moment, then ealls fer a volos Tho notisn to apprs-

ve the preposed liew fandem constitutisn as r ad, is

passed by Gthe voues of the QIrL and PSFS alonce

The others eitner voto nae or abstain in disguste
Moeting 1s then adjeurned.

Lt
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In cloging, I should lilic to add that, with the
exceptien of dircet cuctations (statoments in queta-
tien marks) I have not tried to reproduce oxmct word=
inge of ceither spceclies or statemcnts. Yhus, the
reader is warncd that some detalls willi be inaccura=
tes The goncral wone of this ropert is, as those whe
vicre there can tesiify, accurate.

If anvone f{anle thet this revort had wronged any
person, I sm rcudy to considor nvidence whish vrould
show risktcle on mv part, and te rotract (with apole-
g es) for such. T should like to noint out, how-
ever, that it is a bime-henored tricl of +tho trioc te

otails (which admittedly may be in-

&
rea
-

ouibble ovor ¢
cerrect) and, on the strength of these try te werm
an admissien of error on the entire repertiage out
of those who have made the =lip, Vide Lioskowitz'
: Telay i L o Namad C
letter to Tucker in Le uorclo LC Sew lear s issuc,.
This is ancther sympsom of the hypecritical and
creooked attituds of the three inquestion,

cordially tours,

§

e ; .
Lot dowwdes

"8tori: Over Philadelnhia’ ~=
Wiithen levermber 1939 at 1127th Co,
C3C, Portlend iaince Published by
the “uturian Socisty of New Yerk,
Deceniber, 1939,
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